
Samples -- Part II: Background/Inspiration for CTS Scholarships 

 

 

The Whole Earth Scholarship 

 

In recognition of God’s love for his people around the world and in celebration of the 

words of Isaiah 6:3, “The whole earth is full of His glory,” Eric Powell has established 

this scholarship for Calvin Theological Seminary students. As the son of medical 

missionaries in rural Nepal, Eric observed his parents’ faith through their practical 

service to a community in need. Their acceptance of God’s call to overseas mission work 

and their steadfast commitment to improving the lives of their patients continue to inspire 

Eric and his family to serve in their own communities. The Powell family hopes to share 

this inspiration with Calvin Seminary students and support them as they prepare for a life 

of service. This scholarship will be awarded to Calvin Theological Seminary students 

enrolled in any degree program.  

 

 

Dr. Emma Williams Lifelong Learning Scholarship  

 

Timothy Williams and Olivia Williams-Finn have established this scholarship to 

celebrate and honor their mother, Dr. Emma Williams, who dedicated her career to 

teaching and mentoring medical students in New Mexico. Her lifelong commitment to 

education, deep faith and quiet generosity offered encouragement and inspiration to her 

family, as well as the many students she trained over the years. She also prompted those 

around her to engage in lifelong learning and promoted continuing education for pastors 

currently serving in churches. Eligible individuals are ordained ministers seeking a DMin 

degree while continuing to serve and provide leadership in their churches. 

 

 

Robert and Marie Reed Scholarship for Parish Ministry 

 

In honor of God’s care and leading throughout their lives, Rev. Robert and Marie Reed 

have established this scholarship to encourage others to pursue a calling in parish 

ministry. The Reeds gratefully accepted the call to serve congregations in Ontario, New 

Jersey and South Dakota, and found themselves enfolded into welcoming, vibrant church 

families in each parish. Their prayer is that many generations of Calvin Theological 

Seminary students will feel called to serve as pastors in parish ministry and will thrive in 

their positions of church leadership. Preference will be given to students who are 

pursuing a Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree. 

 
 

Jacob and Alison Ellis Congregational Care Scholarship 
 

Jacob and Alison Ellis offer this scholarship in gratitude for the compassionate pastoral 

care and wise counseling of ministers provided to members of their congregation. The 

Ellis family was particularly strengthened by their pastors’ ongoing support and 

attentiveness following their son’s traumatic accident and lengthy recovery. The 



scholarship is designed to encourage and affirm Calvin Theological Seminary students 

whose primary ministries will focus on pastoral care and counseling. Preference will be 

given to students who are pursuing a Master of Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

degree. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 Scholarship 

 

In gratitude to God for his faithful promise to prosper his people and provide them with 

hope and a future, Jeanine Vander Strike developed the Jeremiah 29:11 Scholarship. Her 

role as a disaster relief program supervisor strengthened her conviction that service to 

God takes many forms and is demonstrated through a wide variety of ministries. This 

award is designed to support Calvin Theological Seminary students enrolled in any 

degree program.  

 
 


