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Welcome to Calvin Theological Seminary! 
 
We have been praying for you and looking forward to your joining 
our hospitable community of faith and learning. According to our 

Reformed Christian tradition that forms church leaders who 
cultivate communiti
we have formed and prepared students to serve the church around 
the world as the church serves the mission of God. 
 
As a learning community of faith we offer a number of opportunities 
and environments where your participation is desired and needed. 
We worship together. We pray together. We learn from one another. 
 
The seminary community worships in a variety of ways: through student groups, community 
chapel services, and early morning prayer times. Whether you are a student in residence in 
Grand Rapids or a distance learning student, we encourage you to find a rhythm of worship and 
participation in the Calvin Seminary community. 
 
Calvin Seminary receives students from over 20 countries, who bring cultural and ethnic 
diversity that energizes classroom discussion and enriches community life. Through a number 
of opportunities, we learn what God is doing around the world and experience first-hand 
different styles of prayer and worship. We have witnessed the formation of friendships that 
bridge cultural barriers that last a lifetime. 
 
You will find study at Calvin Seminary rewarding and enriching, but also sometimes stressful 
and challenging. You may find it hard to balance responsibilities at home, school, church, and 
work. Please know that you have a Christian community here ready to support you and pray for 
you. Your fellow students, professors, staff members and, if you participate in the vocational 
formation program, the group members, leader and your vocational mentor are all here to 
encourage you and provide support for you. 
 
Again, we are delighted to welcome you to Calvin Seminary and to walk alongside you in this 
new stage of your Christian journey. We pray that God will bless you here, and through you 
bless others! 
 
In His Service with You, 
 
 
 
Rev. Jul Medenblik 
President of Calvin Theological Seminary  
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Mission 

 

 

As a learning community in the Reformed Christian tradition that forms church leaders who 
cultivate communities of disciples of Jesus Christ, Calvin Theological Seminary exists to serve 
the Christian Reformed Church in North America and wider constituencies by preparing 
individuals for biblically faithful and contextually effective ministry of the Word and by offering 
Reformed theological scholarship and counsel. 
 

 
Communicating the good news of the gospel in today's world requires that you're theologically prepared, 
practically equipped, and spiritually mature. We integrate a strong academic program with supervised 
ministry opportunities in our vocational formation programs. In other words: you learn, and you live what 
you learn. 
 
When you do, you help us fulfill our mission - to prepare people to lead in ministry, to give them what they 
need to respond to the Holy Spirit's call throughout their lives, to bring nations to Christ, build His church, 
and extend God's kingdom. 
 
Our professors use a rich variety of academic, professional, and personal gifts to train men and women for 
effective ministry. They invest themselves personally in helping you develop your God-given gifts in ways 
that promote spiritual maturity and integrate faith and life. 
 
To prepare you for visionary leadership in the church and world, we offer courses of study in preaching, 
worship, leadership, educational ministry, youth ministry, missions and church growth, and pastoral care 
and counseling. In each of these areas, we teach from a scripturally Reformed position. We are committed 
to the Bible as God's Word and to the confessional standards of the Belgic Confession (1561), the 
Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and the Canons of Dort (1618-1619) as faithful interpretations of that Word. 
This perspective enables our students to interact with -- and effectively speak to -- a broader ecumenical 
Christian community and a post-modern world. 
 
Calvin Theological Seminary has been equipping people to envision their participation in the kingdom of 
God since 1876. We will continue to do so for the glory of God. 
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Teaching Faculty 

Over ninety percent of full-time teaching faculty members possess earned doctorates from leading 
theological schools and universities. Faculty members have distinguished themselves by their writing 
and speaking, by their counsel to Reformed churches and in ecumenical arenas, by their commitment 
to the truth of the gospel, and by their devotion to serving students and forming them for life and 
ministry. Faculty members are frequent participants in international projects and have developed 
modern approaches to theological education. As ordained pastors and active church members, they 
know and value the life of local congregations. 
 
Though recognizing that the future of theology and the strength of the church depend heavily on new 
leadership, the fa  students. Calvin fosters close, sustained contact 
between professor and student as the basic ingredient in theological education. The seminary stresses 
preparation in the great tasks of ministry: outstanding preaching,  church education, pastoral care, 
evangelism, and administration. 
 
 
The Calvin Seminary teaching faculty for 2020-2021 are: 
 

Mariano Avila (PhD, Westminster Theological Seminary; PhD, Universidad Autónoma 
Metropolitana, Xochimilco) 
Amanda J. Benckhuysen (P  - University of Toronto) 
Lyle D. Bierma  (PhD, Duke University) 
Gary Burge - Aberdeen University) 
Ronald J. Feenstra (PhD, Yale University) 
Danjuma G. Gibson (PhD, Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary) 
Lee P. Hardy, adjunct (PhD, Duquesne University) 
Scott E. Hoezee (MDiv, Calvin Theological Seminary) 
Young Ahn Kang (PhD, Free University of Amsterdam) 
Robert J. Keeley (PhD, University of Denver) 
Karin Maag, adjunct (PhD, University of Saint Andrews) 
George Marsden, Distinguished Scholar (PhD, Yale University) 
Julius T. Medenblik (MDiv, Calvin Theological Seminary) 
John M. Rottman (PhD, Emmanuel College of Victoria University) 
David M. Rylaarsdam (PhD, University of Notre Dame) 
Sarah E. Schreiber (PhD Candidate, University of Notre Dame) 
Kathleen S. Smith, adjunct (ThM, Calvin Theological Seminary) 
Matthew J. Tuininga (PhD, Emory University) 
Mary L. VandenBerg (PhD, Calvin Theological Seminary) 
Geoff Vandermolen (DMin, Acadia University) 
Jeffrey A.D. Weima (PhD, Wycliffe College - University of Toronto) 
Cory Willson (PhD, Free University of Amsterdam and Fuller Theological Seminary) 
John D. Witvliet (PhD, University of Notre Dame) 

 
Visit www.calvinseminary.edu/academics/faculty to view the faculty directory. 
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A Calvin Seminary Education Can Fit Many Needs

perspective. Perhaps you are seeking an education that provides a solid Biblical foundation and creatively 

possibility that you are looking to explore the impact of global Christianity or are looking for an experience 
that deepens your own spirituality as you learn to guide the spirituality of others. Maybe you long for a 
student-friendly environment or an easily accessible campus and location. In all these ways and more, 

 

 Biblically Grounded 
 Rooted in Reformed Theology 
 Committed to Personal Spiritual Formation 
 Academically Excellent 
 Designed for the Practicing Pastor 
 Interdisciplinary Courses and Instruction 
 Relationship-based 
 Cross-Cultural and Inclusive 
 Responsive to Global Christianity 
 Innovative Learning and Teaching 

 Spiritually Alive 
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Degrees and Programs 

Whatever your call to ministry, we have what you need to be equipped! 

 Certificate Programs (in English and in Spanish) 
 Master of Arts in Ministry Leadership (MA) 
 Master of Arts in Family Care (Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia) (MA), taught in Spanish 
 Master of Arts (Bible and Theology) (MA) 
 Master of Divinity (MDiv) 
 Master of Theological Studies (MTS) 
 Master of Theology (ThM) 
 Doctor of Ministry (DMin) 
 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
 Ecclesiastical Program for Ministerial Candidacy (EPMC) 

We provide a range of degrees and programs to equip you to act on your call, no matter what form it takes. 
You can be prepared for ordained ministry in the church, train for specialized ministries, do advanced study, 
even prepare yourself for ordained leadership in the Christian Reformed Church after studying elsewhere. 
 
Since timing is different for everyone, you can choose options for full-time or part-time study as a residential 
student or as a student in our Distance Learning program. Some students switch between residential and 
distance as their life circumstances change. Some residential students take a course in the distance format 
for scheduling flexibility. Students in our MA programs may choose to complete their program entirely 
online. 
 
Internships spread over most of your academic program give you an integrated education in the real world. 
 
Students who have completed relevant graduate-level studies at another accredited institution with a course 
grade of B or higher may apply for transfer credit. The previous work must be approximately parallel (80% 
or higher equivalence) to the content of a Calvin Seminary course. U
requirements may be met by way of transfer credit. Up to half of a completed program elsewhere may be 
accepted as transfer credit.  
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Master of Divinity (MDiv) 

The MDiv program is designed to prepare you for diverse ministry opportunities, from pastoral ministry to 
chaplaincy, missions, teaching, writing, non-profit leadership, or graduate programs oriented to research 
and scholarship. It combines foundational study in the biblical and Reformed theological texts, Church 
history and ancient languages with practical preparation and spiritual formation to make you an effective 
steward of the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ. At Calvin Theological Seminary you'll find all of the 
elements you need to construct a solid foundation for your life and for your ministry. The MDiv curriculum 
provides the building blocks for every dimension of a biblical, authentic, contextual, and life-changing 
ministry, and is focused on the personal and spiritual formation of every student.  
 
Admission  
The admission process reflects Calvin Seminary -changing gospel 
of Jesus Christ. A strong liberal arts education provides an excellent foundation for graduate level 
theological education and shapes well-rounded, intellectually and culturally astute graduates. Therefore, it 

including English, philosophy, history, literature, social science, and natural science. 
   
The Director of Admissions and the Registrar will examine the academic, professional, and ministry 
background of each applicant. If an applicant would benefit from further study in a particular area, a learning 
plan will be developed which could include specific seminary electives or additional courses from another 
academic institution.    
 

college with a grade-point average of 2.67 (B-) or higher. (Non-native English speakers need to submit a 
minimum internet based TOEFL score of 80 total, with 23 in the writing section, OR a minimum overall 
IELTS score of 6.5, with at least a 6.5 in the writing section.) You should also give evidence of academic 
and personal preparedness for theological education.  
 

, 
unaccredited institution, may be admitted into a degree program at CTS under a special provision of the 
Association of Theological Schools. In such cases, the Registrar will determine the program the applicant 
must take in order to meet the requirements for graduation. 
 

Continuation Requirements  
Continuation in the MDiv program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67. A student whose cumulative 
GPA falls below 2.67 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a minimum term GPA of 2.67 
in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student must maintain a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 2.67 for two semesters for the probationary status to be removed. Ordinarily, a student 
cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a cumulative GPA of 2.50 or lower is 
subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is placed 
on probation or terminated.  
 
MDiv Program Curriculum 
Your preparation for ministry should include the same components that make for a good sermon. It should 
be biblical, authentic, contextual, and life-changing. The Master of Divinity curriculum is built on these four 
cornerstones a foundation that connects the best of the Reformed tradition with the contemporary ministry 
practices essential for tomorrow's leaders. 
 
Residential students live in West Michigan and complete their studies in three years (although some choose 
to stretch it out to four years or longer) at the Grand Rapids campus. They will be able to attend weekly 
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chapels, participate in club activities, and interact with peers on a daily basis.  
 
Students in the distance learning Master of Divinity can complete their studies in 5 years.  The distance 
program maintains the same high quality of education as our residential program. Taking approximately 3 
courses per semester, distance learning students will complete much of their work online, traveling to the 
campus in Grand Rapids twice a year for five-day intensives. Formation for ministry is a strong emphasis 
as students experience the program in learning cohorts, engage in a wide range of internship opportunities, 
and receive support through formation groups. 
 
Sample course sequences for the MDiv program are below. Residential students who would like to 
complete their program in 3 years should follow Chart A. Residential students wanting to spread the 
program over four years should follow Chart B. Distance Learning students should follow Chart C.  The 
MDiv program can be adjusted for those students who have completed Greek language studies prior to 
coming to Calvin Seminary. 
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Advanced Standing 
MDiv students are eligible to receive up to 12 hours of credit in their program by way of Advanced Standing.   
 
Student competence is demonstrated by way of a written exam and evaluated by faculty. If granted, 
Advanced Standing reduces the number of credit hours needed to complete the degree and can open doors 
to an additional internship or specialized coursework. 
 
 
Study guides for the Advanced Standing tests are available on the Advanced Standing webpage of SemLink 

. MDiv students may seek Advanced Standing for the following courses:  
 Bible Survey (3) 
 Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions (3) 
 Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
 Church in Historical Context I or II (not both) (3) 

 
 
Advanced Standing in Greek and/or Hebrew 
Students may receive 6 credits of Advanced Standing in Greek and/or Hebrew without taking a placement 
exam by meeting the following criteria: 

 Transcript evidence of having taken at least 2 courses (at least 6 credit hours) at an accredited 
educational institution 

 Having received an average of B or better in those courses 
 Having taken the last course within the last 5 years 

 
Students who do not meet these criteria may choose to take an exam administered by Calvin Seminary.  
The results of the exam determine whether Calvin Seminary will grant Advanced Standing transfer credit 
for one, two, or no courses in Greek or Hebrew. Students may take the test one time and will pay the 
usual cost for Advanced Standing exams. 
 
MDiv students who receive Advanced Standing in Greek and/or Hebrew are also eligible for up to 12 
credits of Advanced Standing in other courses for which tests are available.  
 
 
A Developmental Curriculum 
At Calvin Theological Seminary, we are concerned with not only what we teach but also how we teach it. 
Our developmental pedagogy begins with basic literacy in all curricular areas, followed by increased in-
depth analysis, and culminating in multi-disciplinary integration.  
 

Literacy Courses 

 
Literacy courses establish the basic vocabulary, concepts, 
and themes of theological education and ministry. They are 
the building blocks for seminary education and the foundation 
of the entire MDiv curriculum. 
 

Analysis Courses 

 
Analysis courses feature more in-depth examinations of 
themes in a given field of study. A number of analysis courses 
are electives which enable students to explore a focused 
amount of material. Electives encourage curiosity, 
imagination, and life-long learning. 
 

 
Integration Courses 

 
Integration courses feature intentionally interdisciplinary 
learning designed to help students draw upon their work from 
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a variety of fields and experiences and apply it to specific 
ministry situations. 
 

 

Concentrations 
MDiv students may choose a concentration. Concentrations allow for more specialized study related to a 
student's ministry interests and calling. Concentrations also provide more thorough preparation for students 
who are considering doctoral study in a particular field. 
 
Students are allowed to create their own concentrations, under the advisement of the Registrar at least a 
year prior to graduation.  
 
To obtain a concentration, students must take six elective credits (generally 3 electives) in their area of 
concentration. All of those credits can be used for elective credit in their MDiv program. A student may have 
more than one concentration, as long as no credits count toward more than one concentration.  
  
Candidacy for Ministry  
I
requirements for ordination. In order to make sure that you meet all requirements, please consult with the 
Vocational Formation Office and with your denomination early in your MDiv program. 
 
If you are preparing for ordained ministry in the Christian Reformed Church, you must meet the synodical 
requirements for candidacy, must have demonstrated academic, personal, and professional readiness for 
ministry, and ordinarily must have a cumulative GPA of 2.85 or higher. 
 
MDiv Program Goals and Learning Outcomes 
In fulfilling its mission, Calvin Seminary seeks to develop well-formed graduates who:   
 

 teach and preach the Bible,  
 mature in their pastoral identity,  
 discern and engage ministry contexts,  
 and help to form communities of disciples.   

 
These four program goals are intimately and necessarily related because every ministry situation involves 
a biblical MESSAGE which a PERSON communicates in a particular CONTEXT and for a specific GOAL. 
Accordingly, Calvin Seminary wants MDiv students to exhibit the following learning outcomes:  
 
1. MESSAGE 
 

1.1 Knowledgeable: students understand biblical languages and content, theological themes, 
the Reformed confessions, and the Christian tradition. 
 

1.2 Theologically reflective: students integrate biblical, historical, theological, and pastoral 
reflection with all ministry practices. 

 
1.3 Preaching and teaching: students explain and apply the biblical message clearly and 

engagingly. 
 
2. PERSON 
 

2.1 Spiritually mature: students exhibit the fruit of the Spirit, a commitment to the gospel of 
 

 
2.2 Interpersonally intelligent: students demonstrate emotional health and relate to others with 

love and respect, even when expressing differences of belief or values. 
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3. CONTEXT 
 

3.1 Discerning: students discern the ways in which theology and ministry practices are shaped 
by and respond to their historical and cultural contexts. 

 
3.2 Engaging: students persuasively communicate the Gospel to people in a particular 

community, including religiously pluralistic, multicultural and cross-cultural settings. 
 
4. GOAL  

 
4.1 Discipling: students evangelize, respond to criticisms of Christianity, encourage moral 

formation, and provide pastoral care so that people at all stages of faith formation become 
more fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

 
4.2 Worshiping: students worship and help others worship in ways that are God-glorifying and 

spiritually renewing. 
 
4.3 Serving: students promote service ministries that humbly seek justice, compassion, and 

reconciliation. 
 
4.4 Leading: students help a group embody in its corporate life the Christian practices that 

shape vital Christian life, community and witness. 
 
Future Employment Options 
Past graduates have applied their learning to a variety of ministry-based opportunities, including: pastor, 
chaplain, campus minister, missionary, church planter, and (with further study) professor.  
  



 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  A c a d e m i c  C a t a l o g  |  C A L V I N  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y   1 3  

Master of Arts in Ministry Leadership 
This 39 credit program is designed to prepare you for a variety of forms of ministry, with each student 
choosing one of five possible concentrations: 
 

 Bible Instruction 
 Education, Youth, & Family 
 Missional Leadership 
 Pastoral Care 
 Pastoral Leadership 
 Worship 

 
The program includes a solid core of biblical, historical, and theological study, along with several courses 
in a concentration designed to prepare you for the Christian service and ministry to which God is calling 
you. The MA in Ministry Leadership curriculum focuses on your personal and spiritual formation as it 
provides the basis for a biblical, authentic, contextual, and life-changing ministry. 
 
Admission  

oal to train capable stewards of the life-changing gospel 
of Jesus Christ. A strong liberal arts education provides an excellent foundation for graduate level 
theological education and shapes well-rounded, intellectually and culturally astute graduates. Therefore, it 

including English, philosophy, history, literature, social science, and natural science. 
   
The Director of Admissions and the Registrar will examine the academic, professional, and ministry 
background of each applicant. If an applicant would benefit from further study in a particular area, a learning 
plan will be developed which could include specific seminary electives or additional courses from another 
academic institution.    
 

college with a grade-point average of 2.67 (B-) or higher. Non-native English speakers need to submit a 
minimum internet based TOEFL score of 80 total, with 23 in the writing section, OR a minimum overall 
IELTS score of 6.5, with at least a 6.5 in the writing section. You should also give evidence of academic 
and personal preparedness for theological education.  
 
In some cir
unaccredited institution, may be admitted into a degree program at CTS under a special provision of the 
Association of Theological Schools. In such cases, the Registrar will determine the program the applicant 
must take in order to meet the requirements for graduation. 
 
Continuation Requirements  
Continuation in the MA in Ministry Leadership program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67. A 
student whose cumulative GPA falls below 2.67 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a 
minimum term GPA of 2.67 in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student 
must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67 for two semesters for the probationary status to be 
removed. Ordinarily, a student cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a 
cumulative GPA of 2.50 or lower is subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is placed 
on probation or terminated.  

Master of Arts in Ministry Leadership Curriculum 
The MA in Ministry Leadership curriculum is a combination of required courses, concentration courses, and 
electives.  
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Required Courses: 
 Biblical Interpretation for Ministry (1) 
 Theological Education as Formation for Ministry (2) 
 Bible Survey (3)* 
 Digital Bible Tools (1) 
 Great Books in Ministry (2) 
 Formation Groups, including one focused on race, gender, and culture (4) 
 Capstone course (1) 
 Contextual Ministry Internship (2) 
 Choose one of the following: Systematic Theology I (3), Systematic Theology II (3) 
 Choose one of the following: Church in Historical Context I (3), Church in Historical Context II (3) 
 Choose one of the following: Old Testament course (3), New Testament course (3)  
 Choose one of the following: Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions (3)*, Systematic 

Theology I (3), Systematic Theology II (3), Apologetics (2), Christian Engagement with World 
Religions (3), Ethics and the Christian Life (3), Church in Historical Context I (3), Church in 
Historical Context II (3), Bible Course (2-3), Leadership in Ministry (3) 

 Electives in any area (2-4) 
     *courses with possibility for Advanced Standing 
 

Concentration Courses:  
 

Bible Instruction 
 Integrating Faith with Pedagogy (2) 
 Principles and Methods for Effective Bible Teaching (2) 
 Biblical and Theological Electives (4) 

 
Education, Youth, and Family 

 Discipleship and Teaching (2) 
 Youth and Family Ministry (2) 
 Electives in education and discipleship, or selected courses in worship or pastoral care (4) 

 
Missional Leadership 

 Introduction to Missional Ministry (2) 
 Evangelism and Cross-Cultural Ministry (2) 
 Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
 Discipleship and Teaching (2) 

 
Pastoral Care 

 Foundations for Pastoral Care (3) 
 Pastoral Disciplines for Counseling Ministry (3) 
 Elective in pastoral Care (2) or CPE or Evangelism and Cross-Cultural Ministry (2) 

 
Pastoral Leadership 

 Preaching Theory and Methods (2) 
 Foundations for Pastoral Care (3) 
 Discipleship and Teaching (2) 
 Forming Worshiping Communities (2) 

 
Worship 

 Forming Worshiping Communities (2) 
 Worship electives (6) 
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Residential students can complete their degree in two years of full time study at the Grand Rapids campus. 
They will be able to attend weekly chapels, participate in club activities, and interact with peers on a daily 
basis. 
 
The three-year distance learning MA maintains the same high quality of education as our residential 
program. Taking approximately 3 courses per semester, distance learning students complete much of their 
work online, traveling to the campus in Grand Rapids twice a year for five-day intensives. Formation for 
ministry is a strong emphasis as students experience the program in learning cohorts, and receive support 
through formation groups. 
 
The MA program is also available purely online, without the requirement to attend intensive sessions. 
 
Advanced Standing 
MA students are eligible to receive up to six credits of Advanced Standing.   
 
Student competence is demonstrated by way of a written exam and evaluated by faculty. If granted, 
Advanced Standing reduces the number of credit hours needed to complete the degree and can open doors 
to an additional internship or specialized coursework. 
 
Study guides for the Advanced Standing tests are available on the Advanced Standing webpage of SemLink 
(Calvin Semi  students may seek Advanced Standing for the following courses:  

 Bible Survey (3) 
 Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions (3) 
 Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
 Church in Historical Context I or II (not both) (3) 

 
MA in Ministry Leadership Program Goals and Learning Outcomes 
In fulfilling its mission, Calvin Seminary seeks to develop well-formed graduates who:   
 

 teach and preach the Bible,  
 mature in their pastoral identity,  
 discern and engage ministry contexts,  
 and help to form communities of disciples.   

 
These four program goals are intimately and necessarily related because every ministry situation involves 
a biblical MESSAGE which a PERSON communicates in a particular CONTEXT and for a specific GOAL. 
Accordingly, Calvin Seminary wants MA in Ministry Leadership students to exhibit the following learning 
outcomes:  
 
1. MESSAGE 

 
1.1 Students have a thorough knowledge of the Bible in English, and the necessary tools

including Reformed hermeneutics and Bible software for interpreting and teaching the 
Bible in ministry. 

 
1.2 Students have a basic knowledge of select historical and modern theological issues, the 

impact these issues have had on the practice of ministry, and how Reformed theology 
addresses those issues. 

 
1.3 Students explain and apply the biblical message clearly and engagingly in their 

specialization. 
 

2. PERSON 
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2.1 Students exhibit the fruit of Spirit, a commitment to the gospel of grace, and an eagerness 
 

 
2.2 Students possess the requisite temperament and professional skills to serve as 

responsible members of a church staff. 
 

2.3 Students demonstrate emotional health and relate to others with love and respect, even 
when expressing differences of beliefs, values, or practices.   

 
3. CONTEXT 

 
3.1 Students demonstrate skills in discerning various cultural contexts. 

 
3.2 Students faithfully communicate the gospel of grace in word and deed in their 

specialization. 
 

 
4. GOAL 

 
4.1 Students, in their specialization, invite and disciple others to follow Christ faithfully in word 

and deed so that the community of faith is strengthened. 
 

4.2 Students promote in their specialization ministries of justice, compassion, and 
reconciliation which foster spiritual growth and demonstrate the life-transforming power of 
the gospel of grace. 
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Master of Arts (Bible and Theology) 

The Master of Arts (Bible and Theology) is for those who wish to deepen their understanding of Scripture 
and theology in order to contribute to their occupation and life experience. The degree program explores 
the Bible (in English), systematic theology, and church history in order to encourage your spiritual growth 
and to better equip you for your work in the world. The MA (Bible and Theology) will benefit a wide range 
of people: teachers, business leaders, professionals, church workers, and many others who seek to enrich 
their spiritual lives, their understanding of the Christian faith, and their leadership potential. 

Admission  
rds of the life-changing gospel 

of Jesus Christ. A strong liberal arts education provides an excellent foundation for graduate level 
theological education and shapes well-rounded, intellectually and culturally astute graduates. Therefore, it 
is recommended 
including English, philosophy, history, literature, social science, and natural science. 
   
The Director of Admissions and the Registrar will examine the academic, professional, and ministry 
background of each applicant. If an applicant would benefit from further study in a particular area, a learning 
plan will be developed which could include specific seminary electives or additional courses from another 
academic institution.    
 
To apply to the MA 
with a grade-point average of 2.67 (B-) or higher. Non-native English speakers need to submit a minimum 
internet based TOEFL score of 80 total, with 23 in the writing section, OR a minimum overall IELTS score 
of 6.5, with at least a 6.5 in the writing section. You should also give evidence of academic and personal 
preparedness for theological education.  
 
In some circumstances an applicant with
unaccredited institution, may be admitted into a degree program at CTS under a special provision of the 
Association of Theological Schools. In such cases, the Registrar will determine the program the applicant 
must take in order to meet the requirements for graduation. 
 
 
Continuation Requirements  
Continuation in the MA (Bible & Theology) program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67. A student 
whose cumulative GPA falls below 2.67 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a minimum 
term GPA of 2.67 in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student must maintain 
a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67 for two semesters for the probationary status to be removed. Ordinarily, 
a student cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a cumulative GPA of 2.50 or 
lower is subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is placed 
on probation or terminated.  

MA (Bible and Theology) Program 

 Gateway Orientation 
 Biblical Interpretation for Ministry (1) 
 Bible Survey (3)* 
 Choose one: Systematic Theology I (3), Systematic Theology II (3) 
 Digital Bible Tools (1) 
 Choose one: Church in Historical Context I (3), Church in Historical Context II (3) 
 Old Testament English Bible course (3)  
 New Testament English Bible course (3) 



 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  A c a d e m i c  C a t a l o g  |  C A L V I N  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y   1 8  

Theological Education as Formation for Ministry (2)
 Two of the following: Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions, The Church in Historical 

Context I, The Church in Historical Context II, Systematic Theology I, Systematic Theology II, 
Apologetics, Ethics, Christian Engagement with World Religions, an OT Elective, and a NT 
Elective. 

 Electives in any area (10-11) 
 Formation Groups (4) 

 
     *courses with possibility for Advanced Standing 

 
The degree must total 39 credits, and will include an oral comprehensive exam. 

 
Residential students can complete their degree in two years of full time study at the Grand Rapids campus. 
They will be able to attend weekly chapels, participate in club activities and interact with peers on a daily 
basis. 
 
The three-year distance learning MA maintains the same high quality of education as our residential 
program. Taking approximately 3 courses per semester, distance learning students complete much of their 
work online, traveling to the campus in Grand Rapids twice a year for five-day intensives. Formation for 
ministry is a strong emphasis as students experience the program in learning cohorts, and receive support 
through formation groups. 
 

Advanced Standing 
MA students are eligible to receive up to six hours of credit in their program by way of Advanced 
Standing.   

Student competence is demonstrated by way of a written exam and evaluated by faculty. If granted, 
Advanced Standing reduces the number of credit hours needed to complete the degree and can open 
doors to an additional internship or specialized coursework. 

Study guides for the Advanced Standing tests are available on the Advanced Standing webpage of 
A students may seek Advanced Standing for the 

following courses:  

 Bible Survey (3) 
 Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions (3) 
 Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
 Church in Historical Context I or II (not both) (3) 

A student whose undergraduate major was in Biblical Studies, Religion, or Theology may be able to 
complete the degree in one year of full-time study. See the Academic Program Adviser for more details. 

MA (Bible and Theology) Program Goals and Learning Outcomes 
In fulfilling its mission, Calvin Seminary seeks to develop well-formed graduates who:   
 

 teach and preach the Bible,  
 mature in their personal identity,  
 discern and engage ministry contexts,  
 and help to form communities of disciples.   

 
These four program goals are intimately and necessarily related because biblical and theological study 
involve a biblical MESSAGE which a PERSON communicates in a particular CONTEXT and for a specific 
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GOAL. Accordingly, Calvin Seminary wants MA (Bible and Theology) students to exhibit the following 
learning outcomes:  

 
1. MESSAGE 

 
1.1 Students have a thorough knowledge of the Bible in English, and the necessary tools

including Reformed hermeneutics and Bible software for interpreting and teaching the 
Bible in ministry. 

 
1.2 Students have a basic knowledge of select historical and modern theological issues, the 

impact these issues have had on the historic Christian faith, and how Reformed theology 
addresses those issues. 

 
 

2. PERSON 
 
2.1 Students exhibit the fruit of Spirit, a commitment to the gospel of grace, and an eagerness 

 
 

2.2 Students provide thoughtful and respectful analysis and interpretation of Biblical and 
theological positions when expressing differences of beliefs, values or practices. 

 
3. CONTEXT 

 
3.1 Students demonstrate skills in discerning various cultural contexts. 

 
3.2 Students faithfully communicate their biblical and theological understanding in a variety of 

settings depending on their personal and occupational goals.  
 

4. GOAL 
 

4.1 Students invite and disciple others to faithfully follow Christ in word and deed so that the 
community of faith is strengthened. 

 
4.2 Students recognize that, as disciples of Jesus Christ, the primary purpose of Biblical and 

people to advance the mission of God in the world. 
 
Future Employment Options 
Past graduates have applied their learning to a variety of opportunities, including: educational ministries, 
high school Bible teaching, and more.  
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Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia 
La Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia se basa en los programas de certificado en español ofrecidos por el 
Seminario Teológico Calvino: Certificado en Ministerio Latino y el Certificado en Cuidado de la Familia.  
 
Admisión 
La admisión al programa de la Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia requiere que el/la solicitante posea un 
bachillerato universitario otorgado por una universidad acreditada. 
 
Continuación en el programa 
La continuación en la Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia requiere que el/la estudiante mantenga un 
promedio general anual de 2.67 (GPA, por sus siglas en inglés). Los estudiantes que no logren obtener un 
promedio general anual de 2.67 estarán en condición académica probatoria y deberán alcanzar un 
promedio mínimo de 2.67 en cada semestre subsiguiente. En caso contrario, dichos estudiantes deberán 
abandonar el programa. Los estudiantes que estén en una condición probatoria deberán obtener un 
mínimo de 2.67 por dos semestres consecutivos para que dicha condición sea removida.  Ordinariamente, 
los estudiantes no pueden graduarse mientras se encuentren en condición probatoria. Los estudiantes que 
hayan obtenido un promedio anual de 2.50 o menor deberán obligatoriamente abandonar el programa.  
 
Cuando algún estudiante entre en condición probatoria o se le remueva dicha condición, el Seminario 
notificará a las fuentes que lo financian tales como la Administración de Veteranos, cuerpos eclesiásticos 
(por ejemplo, iglesia local o classis), o el programa de préstamo estudiantil.   
 
Curriculum 
La Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia tiene los siguientes requisitos. Tome en cuenta que cada curso es 
de 3 créditos. 
 
1. Un curso del Nuevo Testamento 
2. Cuidado Pastoral de la Familia 
3. Adoración y Predicación 
4. Un Curso de Antiguo Testamento 
5. Retiros de Enriquecimiento Matrimonial 
6. Teología para el Ministerio 
7. Educación Cristiana para Jóvenes 
8. Administración Eclesiástica y Liderazgo 
9. Transformación de la Comunidad 
10. El Ciclo de Vida en la Familia 
11. Fundamentos Teológicos del Cuidado de la Familia 
12. La Familia como un Sistema en el Mundo Actual 
13. Curso de Biblia (La Familia en la Historia de la Salvación) 
 
(Los cursos del 1-9 se ofrecen como parte del Certificado en Ministerio Latino. Los cursos del 10-13 se 
ofrecen como parte del Certificado en Cuidado de la Familia). En ambos casos, se ofrecen a nivel de 
maestría para quienes están enrolados en la misma. 
 
Entrenamiento práctico: Una unidad (100 horas) de Educación Pastoral y Clínica (CPE, por sus siglas en 
inglés).  
 
TOTAL: 39 créditos, mas una unidad de CPE.  
 
Maestría en el Cuidado de la Familia: Objetivos del Programa y Metas de Aprendizaje 
En cumplimiento de su misión, el Seminario Teológico Calvino busca desarrollar y formar graduados que:   
 

 enseñen y prediquen la Biblia,  
 maduren en su identidad pastoral,  
 disciernan y se relacionen en contextos ministeriales latinos,  
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sean capaces de ofrecer acompañamiento y dirección a familias latinas en sus crisis y 
desafíos 

 y ayuden a formar comunidades de discípulos.    
 
Estos cinco objetivos generales se encuentran íntima y necesariamente relacionados pues cada situación 
ministerial envuelve un MENSAJE bíblico el cual la PERSONA comunica en un CONTEXTO particular y 
para una META en especial. Basado en esto, el Seminario Calvino espera que los estudiantes de la 
Maestría en Cuidado de la Familia logren las siguientes metas de aprendizaje:  
 
1. MENSAJE 

 
1.1. Los estudiantes tendrán un conocimiento general de la Biblia y las herramientas necesarias, 

incluyendo la hermenéutica Reformada y el software bíblico, para interpretar y enseñar la Biblia 
en el ministerio. 

 
1.2. Los estudiantes tendrán un conocimiento básico acerca de algunos problemas teológicos 

modernos e históricos, el impacto que los mismos han tenido en la práctica ministerial y cómo la 
teología Reformada ha abarcado dichos problemas. 

 
1.3. Los estudiantes podrán explicar y aplicar el mensaje bíblico clara y comprometidamente conforme 

a su especialización. 
 

2. PERSONA 
 

2.1. Los estudiantes exhibirán el fruto del Espíritu, un compromiso al evangelio de la gracia y un fuerte 
deseo de servir a la misión de la iglesia de Jesucristo, especialmente dentro de su especialización.  

 
2.2. Los estudiantes poseerán el temperamento requerido y las habilidades profesionales para servir 

como miembros responsables en un equipo administrativo de una iglesia o de una organización 
religiosa sin fines de lucro. 

 
2.3. Los estudiantes demostrarán una salud emocional y se relacionarán con los demás con amor y 

respeto, aun cuando expresen diferencias de creencias, valores y prácticas.   
 

3. CONTEXTO 
 

3.1 Los estudiantes demostrarán sus habilidades en discernir varios contextos culturales latinos. 
 

3.2 Los estudiantes comunicarán fielmente el evangelio de la gracia en palabra y obra dentro de su 
especialización.  
 

 
4. META 

 
4.1. Los estudiantes, conforme a su especialización, podrán invitar y discipular a otros para que sigan 

a Cristo fielmente en palabra y en hecho, de manera que la comunidad de fe se fortalezca. 
 

4.2. Los estudiantes podrán promover, conforme a su especialización, ministerios que enfaticen la 
justicia, compasión y reconciliación, aspectos que fomentarán familias saludables y demostrarán 
el poder transformador del evangelio de la gracia.  
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Master of Arts in Family Care 
The MA in Family Care is built upon the Certificate in Latino/a Ministry at Calvin Seminary. 
 
Admission 
Admission to the MA in Family Care program or 
university. 
 
Continuation 
Continuation in the MA in Ministry Leadership program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67. A 
student whose cumulative GPA falls below 2.67 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a 
minimum term GPA of 2.67 in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student 
must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67 for two semesters for the probationary status to be 
removed. Ordinarily, a student cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a 
cumulative GPA of 2.50 or lower is subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is placed 
on probation or terminated.  
 
Curriculum 
The MA in Family Care includes the following requirements, of which the first 11 courses overlap with the 
Certificate in Latino/a Ministry. (each course is 3 credits): 
 
231B Interpreting and Teaching the Old Testament (3) 
232B Theology for Ministry (3) 
233B Worship I (1.5) 
236B Worship II (1.5) 
248B Preaching I (1.5) 
249B Preaching II (1.5) 
237B Community Transformation (3) 
239B Interpreting and Teaching the New Testament (3)      
250B Pastoral Family Care (3) 
256B Integral Care for Immigrants in Latino/a Churches (3) 
220B Marriage Enrichment Retreats (3) - can be shared between programs 
 
255B  Bible Survey:  Family in the History of Salvation (3) 
254B Theological Foundations for Marriage and the Family (3) 
252B The Vital Family Life Cycle (3)      
Either 
258B The Family as a System (3) OR  259B   
 
In addition, students in the MA program will complete one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (100 hours).  
 
TOTAL: 39 credits, plus one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).  
 
MA in Family Care Program Goals and Learning Outcomes 
In fulfilling its mission, Calvin Seminary seeks to develop well-formed graduates who:   
 

 teach and preach the Bible,  
 mature in their pastoral identity,  
 discern and engage ministry contexts,  
 Walk along with and guide latino families in their crisis and challenges. 
 and help to form communities of disciples.   
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These four program goals are intimately and necessarily related because every ministry situation involves 
a biblical MESSAGE which a PERSON communicates in a particular CONTEXT and for a specific GOAL. 
Accordingly, Calvin Seminary wants MA in Family Care students to exhibit the following learning outcomes:  
 
5. MESSAGE 

 
5.1. Students have a thorough knowledge of the Bible, and the necessary tools including Reformed 

hermeneutics and Bible software for interpreting and teaching the Bible in ministry. 
 

5.2. Students have a basic knowledge of select historical and modern theological issues, the impact 
these issues have had on the practice of ministry, and how Reformed theology addresses those 
issues. 

 
5.3. Students explain and apply the biblical message clearly and engagingly in their specialization. 

 
6. PERSON 

 
6.1. Students exhibit the fruit of Spirit, a commitment to the gospel of grace, and an eagerness to serve 

 
 

6.2. Students possess the requisite temperament and professional skills to serve as responsible 
members of a church staff or non profit organization. 

 
6.3. Students demonstrate emotional health and relate to others with love and respect, even when 

expressing differences of beliefs, values, or practices.   
 

7. CONTEXT 
 

3.1 Students demonstrate skills in discerning various Latino cultural contexts. 
 

3.2 Students faithfully communicate the gospel of grace in word and deed in their specialization. 
 

 
8. GOAL 

 
8.1. Students, in their specialization, invite and disciple others to follow Christ faithfully in word and 

deed so that the community of faith is strengthened. 
 

In their specialization, students promote ministries of justice, compassion, and reconciliation which foster spiritual 
growth, healthy families, and demonstrate the life-transforming power of the gospel of grace. 
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Master of Theological Studies (MTS) 
 
The Master of Theological Studies (MTS) is a flexible academic program designed to prepare you for 
further academic study or other careers that can be enriched by a strong theological education. You may 
also be interested in this program if you desire to understand the Christian faith more deeply. The MTS 
includes courses in Old and New Testament, Greek, Hebrew. Christian theology, apologetics, and more. 
Possible vocations include teaching, theological research, and editing. 
 
Residential students can complete their studies in two years at the Grand Rapids campus. They will be 
able to attend weekly chapels, participate in club activities and interact with peers on a daily basis. 
 
The three-year distance learning MTS maintains the same high quality of education as our residential 
program. Taking approximately 3 courses per semester, distance learning students complete much of 
their work online, traveling to the campus in Grand Rapids twice a year for five-day intensives.     
 
Admission 

-changing 
gospel of Jesus Christ. A strong liberal arts education provides an excellent foundation for graduate level 
theological education and shapes well-rounded, intellectually and culturally astute graduates. Therefore, it 

including English, philosophy, history, literature, social science, and natural science. 
   
The Director of Admissions and the Registrar will examine the academic, professional, and ministry 
background of each applicant. If an applicant would benefit from further study in a particular area, a 
learning plan will be developed which could include specific seminary electives or additional courses from 
another academic institution.    
 

college with a grade-point average of 2.67 (B-) or higher. (Non-native English speakers need to submit a 
minimum internet based TOEFL score of 80 total, with 23 in the writing section, OR a minimum overall 
IELTS score of 6.5, with at least a 6.5 in the writing section.) You should also give evidence of academic 
and personal preparedness for theological education.  
 

unaccredited institution, may be admitted into a degree program at CTS under a special provision of the 
Association of Theological Schools. In such cases, the Registrar will determine the program the applicant 
must take in order to meet the requirements for graduation.  
 
 
Continuation Requirements  
Continuation in the MTS program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67. A student whose 
cumulative GPA falls below 2.67 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a minimum term 
GPA of 2.67 in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student must maintain a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.67 for two semesters for the probationary status to be removed. Ordinarily, 
a student cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a cumulative GPA of 2.50 
or lower is subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is 
placed on probation or terminated.  
 
 
Concentrations 
The program includes core courses in Bible and theology.  In addition, each student may choose an area 
of concentration. Concentrations allow for more specialized study related to a student's interests and 
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calling. Concentrations also provide more thorough preparation for students who are considering doctoral 
study in a particular field. 
 
Students are allowed to create their own concentrations, under the advisement of the Program Director at 
least a year prior to graduation.  
 
To obtain a concentration, students must take six elective credits (generally 3 electives) in their area of 
concentration. All of those credits can be used for elective credit in their MTS program. A student may have 
more than one concentration, as long as no credits count toward more than one concentration. 
 
MTS Program Curriculum 
The MTS program is 65 credit hours and will include an oral comprehensive exam. The curriculum is spread 
across three components: Core Requirements, Additional Core Options, and Electives.   
 
Core Requirements: 
 

Biblical Interpretation for Ministry (1) 
*Greek Fundamentals I (3) 
*Greek Fundamentals II (3) 
Biblical Hebrew I (3) [or Latin] 
Biblical Hebrew II (3) [or Latin] 
Formation Groups (4) 
OT Narratives (3) or OT Prophets (3) or OT Psalms (3) 
NT Narratives (3) or NT Letters (3) 
Systematic Theology I (3) or Systematic Theology II (3) 
Church in Historical Context I (3) or Church in Historical Context II (3) 

 
Additional Core Options:  
Each student must take seven of the following courses
academic background and their future interests. The choice of courses needs to be approved by the MTS 
Program Director. 
 

*Bible Survey (3) 
*Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions (3) 
*Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
Apologetics (2) 
Ethics and the Christian Life (3) 
ThM Research Methods (3) 
Major Paper (3) 
 
Courses not selected as part of the Core Requirements category above can be taken to fulfill the 
Additional Core Options: OT Narratives (3), OT Prophets (3), OT Psalms (3), NT Narratives (3), NT 
Letters (3), Systematic Theology I (3), Systematic Theology II (3), Church in Historical Context I 
(3), Church in Historical Context II (3) 

 
Electives:  
 

15-16 credits 
 
*These courses are eligible for Advanced Standing by testing.  
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Master of Theological Studies 
Sample Two Year Residential Program 
 
 
 

Fall Year One J-Term Year One Spring Year One 
 
Biblical Interpretation for 
Ministry (1) 
 
Greek Fundamentals I (3) 
Biblical Hebrew I (3) 
History or Theology Course (3) 
Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
13-14 credits 
 

 
Elective (2-3) 
 
 
 
 
2-3 credits 
 

 
Greek Fundamentals II (3) 
Biblical Hebrew II (3) 
History or Theology Course 
(3) 
Core Option (2-3) 
Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
14-16 credits 

Fall Year Two J-Term Year Two Spring Year Two 
 
Bible Course (3) 
Core Option (2-3) 
Core Option (2-3) 
Core Option (2-3) 
Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
12-16 credits 
 

 
Elective (2-3) 
 
 
 
2-3 credits 
 
 

 
Bible Course (3) 
Core Option (2-3) 
Core Option (2-3) 
Elective (2-3) 
Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
12-16 credits 
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Master of Theological Studies 
Sample Three Year Program 
 
 
 

Fall Year One J-Term Year One Spring Year One 
 
Biblical Interpretation for Ministry (1)* 
 
Greek Fundamentals I (3) 
History or Theology Course (3) 
Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
10-11 credits 
 

 
Elective (2-3) 
 
 
 
 
2-3 credits 
 

 
Greek Fundamentals II (3) 
History or Theology Course (3) 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
9-10 credits 

Fall Year Two J-Term Year Two Spring Year Two 
 
Biblical Hebrew I (3) 
NT Core Course (3) [or spring] 
Core Option (2-3) 
Elective (2-3) 
 
10-12 credits 
 

 
Elective (2-3) 
 
 
 
2-3 credits 
 

 
Biblical Hebrew II (3) 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
 
7-9 credits 

Fall Year Three J-Term Year Three Spring Year Three 

 
OT Core Course (3) [or spring] 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
8-10 credits 
 

 

 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
Core Option or Elective (2-3) 
Formation Group (1) 
 
7-10 credits 
 

 
 

*Distance students will take this course online-only during their first J-Term.  
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Advanced Standing 
MTS students are eligible to receive up to 9 hours of credit in their program by way of Advanced Standing.   
 
Student competence is demonstrated by way of a written exam and evaluated by faculty. If granted, 
Advanced Standing reduces the number of credit hours needed to complete the degree and can open doors 
to specialized coursework. 
 
Study guides for the Advanced Standing tests are available on the Advanced Standing webpage of SemLink 

MTS students may seek Advanced Standing for the following courses:  
 Bible Survey (3) 
 Christian Theology in Reformed Confessions (3) 
 Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
 Church in Historical Context I or II (not both) (3) 

 
 
Language Requirements 
The program requires biblical Greek and Hebrew. MTS students who intend to focus on theological rather 
than biblical studies may make the following program adjustments: 
 

1. Two semesters (typically 8 credits) of college Latin instead of Biblical Hebrew I (301) and Biblical 
Hebrew II (321).  

2. Two MA Old Testament courses replace 402 and 403/404. 
3. Students must use one of their electives to take a New Testament course.  

 
Any MTS student may take a semester of Latin in place of an elective, or two semesters of Latin in place 

 Seminary does not currently offer Latin, MTS students are 
encouraged to take Latin at a local college or study it on their own. In order to receive credit for Latin, 
students will be required to pass a competency exam administered by CTS Faculty.  
 
 
Advanced Standing in Greek and/or Hebrew 
Students may receive 6 credits of Advanced Standing in Greek and/or Hebrew without taking a placement 
exam by meeting the following criteria: 

 Transcript evidence of having taken at least 2 courses (at least 6 credit hours) at an accredited 
educational institution 

 Having received an average of B or better in those courses 
 Having taken the last course within the last 5 years 

 
Students who do not meet these criteria may choose to take an exam administered by Calvin Seminary.  
The results of the exam determine whether Calvin Seminary will grant Advanced Standing transfer credit 
for one, two, or no courses in Greek or Hebrew. Students may take the test one time and will pay the usual 
cost for Advanced Standing exams. 
 
MTS students who receive Advanced Standing in Greek, Hebrew, and/or Latin will also be eligible for up 
to 9 credits of Advanced Standing in other courses for which tests are available (up to a maximum of 16 
total credits of Advanced Standing). 
 
 
MTS Program Goals and Learning Outcomes 
In fulfilling its mission, Calvin Seminary seeks to develop well-formed graduates who:   
 

 teach and preach the Bible,  
 mature in their personal identity,  
 discern and engage ministry contexts,  
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and help to form communities of disciples.  
 
These four program goals are intimately and necessarily related because biblical and theological study 
involve a biblical MESSAGE which a PERSON communicates in a particular CONTEXT and for a specific 
GOAL. Accordingly, Calvin Seminary wants MTS students to exhibit the following learning outcomes:  
 
1. MESSAGE 

 
1.1 Students are equipped with the necessary tools for responsible Biblical interpretation including 

facility in the original Biblical languages of Greek and Hebrew, and Reformed hermeneutics. 
 

1.2 Students have a basic knowledge of some of the most important historical and modern 
theological issues, the impact those issues have had on the historic Christian faith, and how 
Reformed theology addresses those issues. 
 

2. PERSON 
 
2.1 Students know how to practice various spiritual disciplines and have learned how theological 

education is itself spiritually formative. 
 
2.2 Students exhibit the fruit of the Spirit by providing thoughtful, fair, and respectful analysis and 

interpretation of Biblical and theological positions with which they disagree, as well as 
recognizing the weaknesses of the positions with which they agree. 

 
3. CONTEXT 

 
3.1 Students are able to clearly articulate their biblical and theological knowledge in a variety of 

settings depending on their vocational goals. 
 

4. GOAL 
 
4.1 Students recognize that, as disciples of Jesus Christ, the primary purpose of theological study 

of God in the world. 
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Master of Theology (ThM) 

The Master of Theology (ThM) program is designed as a post-MDiv/MTS degree to introduce students to 
study and academic research in a specialized area of biblical, theological, or ministry studies. It is designed 
to give pastors and others the opportunity to extend their education and training in a particular field and to 
serve as excellent preparation for doctoral work. 

Areas of Concentration 

 Old Testament 
 Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Literature 
 New Testament 
 History of Christianity 
 Systematic Theology 
 Philosophical and Moral Theology 
 Pastoral Care and Leadership 
 Preaching  
 Worship  
 Missiology  
 Educational Ministry 

 
Admission  
Admission to the Master of Theology program requires a Master of Divinity, Master of Theological Studies, 
Bachelor of Divinity, or an equivalent degree with a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 (B). Non-native English 
speakers need to submit a minimum internet based TOEFL score of 80 total, with 23 in the writing section, 
OR a minimum overall IELTS score of 6.5, with at least a 6.5 in the writing section.   
 
Students with a concentration in the Old Testament need to provide transcript evidence of having completed 
a minimum of two semesters in Hebrew and one in Greek.  Students with a concentration in the New 
Testament need to provide transcript evidence of having completed a minimum of two semesters in Greek 
and one in Hebrew. All applicants with a concentration in an area other than biblical studies must have at 
least two courses in the biblical languages; either two courses in one of the languages or one course in 
each language. 
 
 
Continuation Requirements 
In order to graduate, a student must have a minimum of a cumulative 3.0 GPA. 
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is 
placed on probation or terminated. 
 
 
ThM Program Curriculum 
Research Methodology (801)    3 credits 
 
Three electives in the department of specialization  9 credits 
 
One elective in any department    3 credits 
 
One of the following options:    6 credits 

 ONE elective in any department (3 credits); and ONE research paper in the department of specialization 
(3 credits) 

OR 



 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  A c a d e m i c  C a t a l o g  |  C A L V I N  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y   3 1  

Thesis in the department of specialization (6 credits) with an oral exam based on the thesis
 
TOTAL credits      21 credits 
 
Note: For students specializing in Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Literature, two of the three electives in 
the area of specialization must be Ancient Near Eastern languages (Akkadian, Aramaic, Ugaritic). Students are 
encouraged to take four electives in the area of ANE Language and Literature when possible. 

ThM students may select courses with numbers from 500-699, 800-899, and 403, 404, and 412 (other 400-
level courses may be taken with special permission). All of these courses are 3 credits for ThM students. 
ThM students may also take independent study courses. 
 
For more information on the ThM program, please see the ThM Program Handbook on the CTS website. 
 
 
Future Options 
Past graduates have applied their learning to a variety of opportunities. Some have become pastors or 
church planters. Others have pursued doctoral work at Calvin Theological Seminary or elsewhere 
(Toronto School of Theology, Wheaton Graduate School, Princeton Theological Seminary, McMaster 
Divinity School, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and more).  
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Doctor of Ministry (DMin) 

The Doctor of Ministry (DMin) program strives for students to be formed in knowledge of appropriate 
theories, in their role as a ministry leader, and in the practice of ministry. 

Admission  
To qualify for admission to the Doctor of Ministry degree program, an applicant must be the graduate of an 
accredited college and must possess a Master of Divinity degree from an accredited school or must possess 
the equivalents of such a degree. The applicant's previous record must show good academic performance, 
with a minimum cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.  

Applicant must submit scores if the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) as part of the application process. 
In addition, an applicant whose first language is not English must submit one of the following: 
 

(1) an IELTS (International English Language Testing System) minimum total score of 6.5, including 
a minimum score of 6.5 on the writing section        
 
(2) TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) scores that meet one of the following 
standards: 

 a minimum total score of 90, including a minimum score of 23 on the writing section 
(internet-based test) 

 a minimum total score of 575, plus a minimum of 4 on the TWE (paper-based test) 
 
Official test results of the GRE, TOEFL, TWE, and IELTS must be sent directly from the testing agency to 
Calvin Theological Seminary. 
 

DMin Program Course Work 

 Complete 36 credits of coursework, including up to 12 credits of electives and Directed Doctoral 
Studies. 

 The Abbey: 
of self-reflection and learning 

 Oral Exam: An opportunity to showcase theological and personal learning by way of an oral 
comprehensive exam prior to launching your research project 

 Doctoral Dissertation: This is the culmination of your theological learning, peer learning and 
personal reflection. Your dissertation will be a demonstration of theologically informed and 
contextual thinking in which you display research findings and ministry models that will address the 
challenges of ministry in your context and in the broader context of effective ministry today 

 
Transfer Credit 
The Doctor of Ministry program does not accept transfer credit.  
 
For full information on DMin program policies and requirements, please see the DMin Program Handbook. 
(https://semlink.calvinseminary.edu/academics-and-registration/registrar/) 
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Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) equips scholars for teaching and research in colleges, theological 
seminaries, and universities, as well as for general church leadership. Degrees are offered in the history of 
Christianity, systematic theology, philosophical theology, and moral theology. The program will be 
expanded to include New Testament in 2020-21.  

Admission  
To qualify for admission to the Doctor of Philosophy degree program, an applicant must be the graduate of 
an accredited college and must possess a Master of Theological Studies, Bachelor of Divinity, Master of 
Divinity, or Master of Theology degree from an accredited school or must possess the equivalents of such 
degrees. The applicant's previous record must show outstanding academic performance, with a minimum 
cumulative GPA of at least 3.3. The applicant must also present evidence by way of transcript or otherwise 
that he or she knows Hebrew, Greek, and a modern foreign language (preferably Dutch, French, German, 
or Spanish). Under certain circumstances a waiver of part of this language requirement is possible. 

Applicants must submit scores of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) as part of the application 
process. They must also submit a twenty- to forty-page research paper that in their estimation exhibits their 
best ability to do theological research and analysis. The paper may be one submitted for academic credit 
in a previous degree program, or it may be the result of independent research. In addition, an applicant 
whose first language is not English must submit one of the following: 
 

(1) an IELTS (International English Language Testing System) minimum total score of 6.5, including 
a minimum score of 6.5 on the writing section        
 
(2) TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) scores that meet one of the following 
standards: 

 a minimum total score of 90, including a minimum score of 23 on the writing section 
(internet-based test) 

 a minimum total score of 575, plus a minimum of 4 on the TWE (paper-based test) 
 
Official test results of the GRE, TOEFL, TWE, and IELTS must be sent directly from the testing agency to 
Calvin Theological Seminary. 
 
PhD Program Course Work 
Courses focus on areas of current faculty interest and research. They are designed to introduce students 
to proper research methods and their application as well as to important theological issues and 
developments. 
 
Students are required to complete a total of twelve PhD courses for credit. Full-time students take six 
courses per year (typically three per semester) for two years. Part-time students take either four courses 
per year for three years or three courses per year for four years. At least three courses must be taken in 

 in each of the other three areas.   
 

Seminar and their comprehensive examinations. 
Students ordinarily will take the dissertation seminar during more than one semester. These seminars are 
offered on a credit/no credit basis and do not count toward the twelve required courses in the program. 
 
Transfer Credit 
The Doctor of Philosophy program does not accept transfer credit.  
 
For full information on PhD program policies and requirements, please see the PhD Program Handbook 
(http://www.calvinseminary.edu/academics/degrees-and-programs/doctor-of-philosophy-ph-d/). 
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Past graduates have applied their learning to a variety of opportunities, including pastor, researcher, 
theological librarian, professor, or school president.   
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Certificate Programs  
 
Calvin Theological Seminary offers the Certificate in Ministry Leadership, providing an opportunity for 
church staff, volunteer ministry staff, and other interested people to enhance their understanding, training, 
and ability to serve. These are not degree programs, but courses of study intended for ministry and personal 
enrichment. The courses in the Certificate Programs are graduate-level courses that are also offered as 
part of other degree programs at Calvin Theological Seminary. 
 
Students may concentrate in one of the following areas: 

 Education, Youth, and Family 

 Missional Leadership 

 Pastoral Care 
 Pastoral Leadership 

 Worship 
 
Admission 
To participate in a Certificate Program you need to be a college graduate (with exceptions on a case-by-
case basis). You need to submit a completed application form, any transcripts of post-high academic work, 
a pastoral recommendation form, and an application fee. Application material should be submitted to the 
Admissions Office. 
 
The Director of Admissions and the Registrar will examine the academic, professional, and ministry 
background of each applicant.  
 
Continuation in the Certificate program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.3. A student whose 
cumulative GPA falls below 2.3 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a minimum term 
GPA of 2.3 in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student must maintain a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.3 for two semesters for the probationary status to be removed. Ordinarily, 
a student cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a cumulative GPA of 2.3 or 
lower is subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is 
placed on probation or terminated.  
 
 
Certificate Program Curriculum 
All Certificate Programs share a common core of classes you will be required to complete: 
 

 Biblical Interpretation for Ministry (1) 
 Digital Bible Tools (1) 
 Bible Survey (3) 
 One of the following: Systematic Theology I or II or Church in Historical Context I or II (3) 

In addition to the Core Curriculum, you will take a series of courses in an area of specialization to complete 
your Certificate Program:  

Education, Youth, and Family 
 Discipleship and Teaching (2) 
 Youth and Family Ministry (2) 
 Electives in education and discipleship, or selected courses in worship or pastoral care (4) 

 
Missional Leadership 
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Introduction to Missional Ministry (2)
 Evangelism and Cross-Cultural Ministry (2) 
 Christian Engagement with World Religions (3) 
 Discipleship and Teaching (2) 

 
Pastoral Care 

 Foundations for Pastoral Care (3) 
 Pastoral Disciplines for Counseling Ministry (3) 
 An elective in Pastoral Care, CPE, or Evangelism & Cross-Cultural Ministry (2) 

 
Pastoral Leadership 

 Preaching Theory and Methods (2) 
 Foundations for Pastoral Care (3) 
 Discipleship and Teaching (2) 
 Forming Worshiping Communities (2) 

 
Worship 

 Forming Worshiping Communities (2) 
 Worship electives (6) 

 
Advanced Standing 

Certificate students are eligible to receive up to 3 hours of credit in their program by way of Advanced 
Standing.   
 
Student competence is demonstrated by way of a written exam and evaluated by faculty. If granted, 
Advanced Standing reduces the number of credit hours needed to complete the degree and can open doors 
to an additional internship or specialized coursework. 
 
 
Study guides for the Advanced Standing tests are available on the Advanced Standing webpage of SemLink 

. Certificate students may seek Advanced Standing for the following 
courses:  

 Bible Survey (3) 
 Church in Historical Context I or II (not both) (3) 

 

Transfer Possibilities 
During or upon completion of a Certificate Program, the completed course work can be transferred into a 

rogram at Calvin Theological Seminary, assuming all other admission requirements are met. 
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Certificado en Ministerio Latino  
(27 créditos) 
El Seminario Teológico Calvino ofrece un Certificado en Ministerio Latino para equipar a los/las pastores/as y 
líderes de iglesias en el área de Grand Rapids. Los cursos son impartidos en español por profesores que 
provienen de culturas latinoamericanas y están comprometidos con las iglesias latinas en los Estados Unidos. 
Por lo tanto, la enseñanza está contextualizada para permitirle a los líderes servir mejor a sus comunidades de 
fe. 
 
Los estudiantes deben aprobar los siguientes cursos (3 créditos cada uno):  
 

 Interpretando y Predicando el Antiguo Testamento 
 Interpretando y Predicando Efesios 
 Teología para el Ministerio 
 Adoración y Predicación 
 Educación Cristiana para Jóvenes 
 Cuidado Familiar y Pastoral 
 Retiros de Enriquecimiento Matrimonial 
 Transformación de la Comunidad 
 Liderazgo y Administración de la Iglesia 

 
Los estudiantes también deberán toman los siguientes talleres (sin crédito): 
 

 Liderando Grupos Pequeños en el ámbito académico 
 Introducción al Cuidado de la Familia 
 Uso de Herramientas Tecnológicas 
 Habilidades de Estudio e Investigación 
 Violencia Doméstica 
 Hermenéutica y Habilidades Exegéticas 
 Manejo del Estrés para Líderes 
 Teología Contextual 
 Cuidado de Familias Inmigrantes en Crisis 
 Cómo Conectarse a los Recursos de la Comunidad 

 
Certificado en Cuidado de la Familia (27 créditos) 

El Seminario Teológico Calvino ofrece un Certificado en Cuidado de la Familia para equipar a los/las pastores/as 
y líderes de iglesias en el área de Grand Rapids. Los cursos son impartidos en español por profesores que 
provienen de culturas latinoamericanas y están comprometidos con las iglesias latinas en los Estados Unidos. 
Por lo tanto, la enseñanza está contextualizada para permitirles a los líderes servir mejor a sus comunidades de 
fe. 
 
Los estudiantes deben aprobar los siguientes cursos con crédito (3 créditos cada uno):  

 Cuidado Pastoral de la Familia 
 Fundamentos de Psicología 
 El Ciclo de Vida en la Familia 
 La Familia como Sistema en el Mundo Actual 
 Fundamentos Teológicos para el Cuidado de la Familia 
 Curso de Biblia (La Familia en la Historia de la Salvación) 
 Retiros de Enriquecimiento Matrimonial  

 
Los estudiantes también deberán toman los siguientes talleres (1 crédito cada uno): 

 Espiritualidad, Demencia y Depresión 
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Violencia Doméstica
 Escucha activa 
 Cuidado de Familias Inmigrantes en Crisis 
 Manejo del Estrés para Líderes 
 Trabajando con Personas con Adicciones  
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Certificate in Latino/a Ministry 
 (27 credit hours) 
 
Calvin Seminary offers a Certificate in Latino/a Ministry to equip Spanish-speaking pastors and church leaders in 
the Grand Rapids area. The courses are taught in Spanish by professors who come from Spanish-speaking 
cultures and are committed to the Hispanic churches in the US. Thus, the teaching is contextualized to enable 
leaders to serve their faith communities better.  

Students take the following nine courses (3 credit hours each):  
 Interpreting and Preaching the Old Testament 
 Interpreting and Preaching Ephesians 
 Theology for Ministry 
 Worship and Preaching 
 Christian Education for Young People 
 Pastoral Family Care 
 Marriage Enrichment Retreats 
 Community Transformation 
 Leadership and Church Administration 

 
Students also take the following non-credit workshops: 

 Leading Small Groups at Seminary 
 Introduction to Family Care    
 Use of Technology Tools 
 Study and Research Skills 
 Domestic Violence 
 Hermeneutics and Exegetical Skills 
 Stress Management for Leaders 
 Contextual Theology 
 Care of Immigrant Families in Crisis 
 How to Connect to Community Resources 

 
Certificate in Family Care (27 credit hours) 

Calvin Seminary offers a Certificate in Family Care to equip Spanish-speaking pastors and church leaders in the 
Grand Rapids area. The courses are taught in Spanish by professors who come from Spanish speaking cultures 
and are committed to the Hispanic churches in the US. Thus, the teaching is contextualized to enable leaders to 
serve their faith communities better.  

Students take the following courses (3 credit hours each):  
 Pastoral Family Care 
 Foundations of Psychology 
 The Family Life Cycle 
 Families in the World Today 
 Theological Foundations for Family Care 
 Bible Survey (Family in the History of Salvation) 
 Marriage Enrichment Program/Retreats 

 
Students also complete the following six workshops (1 credit hour each):  

 Spirituality, Dementia and Depression 
 Domestic Violence 
 Active Listening 
 Care of Immigrant Families in Crisis 
 Stress Management for Pastors and Leaders 
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Mentoring People with Addictions

 

Certificate in Bible Instruction 
(15 credit hours) 
The Certificate in Bible Instruction is designed to equip elementary and secondary teachers with a strong 
knowledge base in biblical studies in order to teach the Bible with competence and accuracy. 
 
Students take the following courses:  

 Bible Survey (3) 
 Biblical Interpretation for Ministry (1) 
 Integrating Faith with Pedagogy (2) 
 Principles and Methods for Effective Bible Teaching (2) 
 Bible Elective (2-3) 
 Other electives (4-5 credits) 

 
Admission 
To participate in a Certificate Program you need to be a college graduate (with exceptions on a case-by-
case basis). You need to submit a completed application form, any transcripts of post-high academic 
work, a pastoral recommendation form, and an application fee. Application material should be submitted 
to the Admissions Office. 
 
The Director of Admissions and the Registrar will examine the academic, professional, and ministry 
background of each applicant.  
 
Continuation in the Certificate program requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.3. A student whose 
cumulative GPA falls below 2.3 will be placed on academic probation, and must have a minimum term 
GPA of 2.3 in each subsequent semester or risk dismissal from the program. A student must maintain a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.3 for two semesters for the probationary status to be removed. Ordinarily, 
a student cannot graduate while on academic probation. Any student who has a cumulative GPA of 2.3 or 
lower is subject to immediate dismissal from the program.  
 
Funding sources such as the Veterans Administration, ecclesiastical bodies (e.g. local church or classis), 
and the guaranteed student loan program will be promptly notified when a student receiving funds is 
placed on probation or terminated.  
 
 
 
Advanced Standing 

CBI students are eligible to receive Advanced Standing in Bible Survey by way of a written exam.  A Study 
Guide is available on the Advanced Standing webpage on SemLink. 
 

  



 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  A c a d e m i c  C a t a l o g  |  C A L V I N  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y   4 1  

Ecclesiastical Program for Ministerial Candidacy 

The Ecclesiastical Program for Ministerial Candidacy (EPMC) is designed for students who aspire to be 
Ministers of the Word in the Christian Reformed Church and who are studying or have studied at a seminary 
other than Calvin Theological Seminary. All students intending to seek candidacy in the CRCNA are 
required to meet the overall standards for candidacy that have been officially established by the synod of 
the CRCNA for those who follow the regular course of study at Calvin Theological Seminary.  

This program gives students an orientation to the theology, history, and ministry of the Christian Reformed 
Church, and walks with students on the ministry formation journey to ministerial candidacy in the Christian 
Reformed Church. 
 
The 10 credit program is offered in-residence each fall as well as in a 24-month online mentor-focused 
format. Those interested in the EPMC program should contact Rev. David Koll, Director of Candidacy for 
the CRCNA (dkoll@crcna.org) for more information. Whether choosing the resident or the non-resident 
option, students must follow the application procedures described on the webpage.  
 
Calvin Theological Seminary offers this program on behalf of synod and the Candidacy Committee, a 
synodical standing committee that processes all candidacy recommendations to synod. This ecclesiastical 
program applies to students who are following the route to ministry outlined in Article 6 of the Church Order 
of the Christian Reformed Church. 
 
It is important for prospective EPMC students to acquaint themselves with program requirements and apply 
to the EPMC program as early as possible in their MDiv program, preferably after their first year.  

For the EPMC program checklist and application, see http://www.calvinseminary.edu/admissions/apply/epmc-
application-instructions/. 
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Formation for Ministry 

The Vocational Formation Office exists within Calvin Theological Seminary to shape the character, the 
heart, and the leadership of emerging leaders for the Kingdom of God. Partnering with fine academic 
learning, we use a variety of tools for this formative work, including: strength-based and psychological 
assessments, formation groups, concurrent contextual learning, theological and personal reflection/ 
evaluation, vocational mentors and ongoing peer to peer learning.  
 
We have tried to capture our formation process in this simple, yet we think helpful, image:  
 

 
 
 
Over the course of their studies at CTS, students in the Master of Arts, Master of Divinity, and Master of 
Theological Studies degree programs will participate in this essential formation process. Participation will 
be primarily in the tools that are part of the formation circle in the diagram, with the ultimate goal of each 

r, heart and leadership being better formed in preparation for ministry:  
 

a. Formation Requirements: Each degree program has its own formation requirements.  

MDiv - 6 semesters (6 credits) 
MA- 4 semesters (4 credits)   
MTS  4 semesters (4 credits) 

b. Assessments: Students will participate in assessments, including: 
 
Birkman Assessment 
The Birkman assessment will be a key part of the formation in the first semester. This 
assessment tool is a strengths based tool that should be of great encouragement to the 
student. 
 
Psychological assessment 
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During the first week 
a series of psychological tests. This testing is then scored by clinical psychologists. The data 
from this scoring is then used in formative conversations between students and the 
psychologist over the course of two scheduled meetings. Then, sometime around the 
January Term of the first year of  program, a written psychological assessment is 
returned the Seminary. This report is another tool designed to raise the self-awareness of the 
student, albeit around some potentially problematic areas. 
 
This report will processed by the student with their Vocational Mentor, in conjunction with the 
Vocational Formation Office.  
 
Vocational Assessment  
Designed for MA and MDiv students, this assessment is about skills, passions and interests. 
It will be a half day time of encouragement and direction.  
NOTE: MTS students will not do the Psychological Assessment or Vocational Assessment. 
 

c. Students in the MA and MDiv degree programs will all serve concurrently in a contextual 
learning environment for either 4 semesters (MDiv) or 2 semesters (MA). 

d. Students will be paired with a seasoned and trained vocational mentor who will live in a posture 
of b  and are formed in preparation for ministry.  

e. Students will be engaged in peer learning contexts that we call Formation Groups.  
f. Formation Groups will be led by experts in particular areas or coursework which the students 

in the group are studying.  
g. Students (MA and MDiv) will participate in a for-credit skills course about Race, Gender and 

Cultural Awareness.  
h. MDiv students will all participate in a 200 hour Cross Cultural Internship designed to push and 

test their theological assumptions and cultural awareness.  Many students love this experience 
and find it very formative. 

i. Some students may choose to engage in a Clinical Pastoral Education environment where an 
awareness of self and context is a skill that is deeply developed and cultivated for ministry.  

j. Students in the professional MA program will also be placed in a ministry context that suits their 
area of concentration. (Please note that those in the MA: Pastoral Care will be required by their 
degree to complete a full unit of CPE) 

Chris Wright, Geoff Vandermolen, Samantha DeJong McCarron, and David Beelen make up the 
Vocational Formation team. Please feel free to contact them as needed, or as questions arise. 
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Academic Calendar 2020-2021 

DMin OPENING 2020 
May 15-September 30 Opening courses 
SUMMER 2020 
June 8-August 7 Distance learning online summer courses 
August 24-28 International Student Orientation 
August 31-September 4 Gateway to Seminary; ThM and PhD Orientation 
FALL SEMESTER 2020 
September 7 Labor Day (no classes) 
September 8 Faculty retreat (no classes) 
September 9 First day of classes 
September 9 Convocation 
Varies* Last day to change registration status or drop with a full refund 
October 12-16 Canadian Thanksgiving & reading week 
Varies* Last day to drop a course 
November 23-27 US Thanksgiving break 
December 15 Last day of classes 
December 16 Reading day 
December 17-21 Course examinations 
DMin WINTER 2021 
Oct 1  Feb 28 Winter courses (see website for on campus schedule) 
January 18 No courses: Martin Luther King Jr Day 
JANUARY TERM 2021 
January 6-27 3 weeks of classes  exact schedule varies by course 
January 18 No courses: Martin Luther King Jr Day 
Varies* Last day to drop a course or change registration status 
January 28-30 Worship Symposium 
SPRING SEMESTER 2021 
February 1 First day of classes 
Varies* Last day to change registration status or drop with a full refund 
March 1-5 Distance learning intensives & residential reading week 
March 8-12 Distance learning reading week 
March 16-19 Oral comprehensive exams 
Varies* Last day to drop a course 
March 29 Dies Natalis celebration (no classes)  

April 2 Good Friday (no classes) 

April 5-9 Spring Break 

May 4-7 Case study panels 
May 10 Last day of classes  
May 11-14 Reading days 
May 17-21 Course examinations 
May 17-19 PhD dissertation defenses (mornings) 
May 22 Commencement 
MAY TERM 2021 
May 24-June 4 2 weeks of classes (classes do not meet on Memorial Day) 

*Drop/Refund dates vary due to course length. See the Financial Services webpage for exact dates.  
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Academic Calendar 2021-2022 

SUMMER 2021 
June 7-August 6 Distance learning online summer courses (9 weeks) 
TBD New Student Orientation   
DMin SUMMER 2021 
May 15  November 30 Summer DMin courses (see website for on campus schedule) 
FALL SEMESTER 2021   
September 6 Labor Day (no classes) 
September 7 Faculty retreat (no classes) 
September 8 Convocation & First day of class 
Varies* Last day to change registration status or drop with a full refund 
October 11-15 Canadian Thanksgiving & residential reading week 
October 13-18 Distance learning intensives (DL reading break Oct 11-12, 19-22) 
Varies* Last day to drop a course 
November 22-26 US Thanksgiving break 
December 14 Last day of classes 
December 15 Reading day 
December 16-20 Course examinations 
JANUARY TERM 2022  
January 6-27 3 weeks of classes  exact schedule varies by course 
January 17 No classes: Martin Luther King Jr Day 
Varies* Last day to drop a course or change registration status 
January 28-30 Worship Symposium 
DMin WINTER 2022 
January 2-May 31 Winter DMin courses (see website for on campus schedule) 
January 17 No classes: Martin Luther King Jr Day 
SPRING SEMESTER 2022  
February 1 First day of classes 
Varies* Last day to change registration status or drop with a full refund 
March 1-5 Distance learning intensives & residential reading week 
March 8-12 Distance learning reading week 
March 16-19 Oral comprehensive exams 
Varies* Last day to drop a course 
March 29 Dies Natalis celebration (no classes)  
April 5-9 Spring Break 
April 15 Good Friday 
May 4-7 Case study panels 
May 10 Last day of class  
May 11-14 Reading days 
May 17-21 Course examinations 
May 17-19 PhD dissertation defenses (mornings) 
May 22 Commencement 
MAY TERM 2022  
May 24-June 4 2 weeks of classes (classes do not meet on Memorial Day) 

*Drop/Refund dates vary due to course length. See the Financial Services webpage for information.* 
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International Student Services 

At Calvin Theological Seminary we rejoice in the diversity of our student body and are grateful for our 
international students. The presence of international students on our campus enriches our communal life. 
We value the opportunity to get to know one another, to work together, and to support each other in our 
studies. We pray that your time here will prepare you well for your future service for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We offer some resources that may be of benefit to you, including our International Friends program, 
Conversation Groups, an English Conversation Partners program, and our Rhetoric Center program to help 
with proofreading papers. We have put together a webpage with information on these programs as well as 
other important information for international students. This website can be found at: 
https://semlink.calvinseminary.edu/student-life/international-students/ 
 
As an international student, you must be enrolled full-time in a program at Calvin Theological Seminary and 
have a valid non-immigrant visa status: an F-1 or J-1 status.   
 

-1 student is a nonimmigrant who is 
cademic 

institution in the United States that has been designated by the DHS to offer courses of study to such 
students, and has been enrolled in SEVIS (the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System).  
 
According to the Department of State regulations [22 CFR 62.1(b)], "The purpose of the Program is to 
provide foreign nationals with opportunities to participate in educational and cultural programs in the United 
States and return home to share their experiences, and to encourage Americans to participate in 
educational and cultural programs in other countries." 
 

 or not written  on the website! We are ready and willing to help you in any way that we can. Our doors 
are open to welcome and to serve you. 
 
 
Contact 
Sarah Chun 
Dean of International Student and Scholar Services 
sc038@calvinseminary.edu 
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Housing Information 

Virtual tours are available online! 

Calvin Theological Seminary has 103 apartments available to its students. The types of apartments are as follows 
(prices for 2020-2021):  
 
On-Campus Housing: Knollcrest East 

 18 large two-bedroom apartments located in the Sigma and Omega buildings: $740 per month (the two 
garden level units are $705.00 per month). 

 12 three-bedroom apartments located in the Bavinck, Kuyper, and Berkhof buildings: $755 per month. 
 12 small two-bedroom apartments located in the Bavinck, Kuyper, and Berkhof buildings: $680 per 

month. 
 

All buildings listed above include a basement with a fully equipped laundry facility (free of charge), storage, and 
playroom space. Each apartment includes wireless internet, a stove, a refrigerator, and an air-conditioning unit.  
 
There are two playground areas on site, as well as patrolled campus security. An $85.00 utility charge is built into 
the monthly rental fee.  
 
Off-Campus Housing: Englewood Apartments 

Eight buildings located on Englewood Ave SE, three miles from campus, have four two-bedroom apartments per 
building. Two apartments are garden level and two are upper units. Each apartment includes a hard wired internet 
connection, a stove, a refrigerator, a dishwasher, and an air-conditioning unit. Sixteen of these units have carports. 
There is a common, fully equipped laundry facility (free of charge) on the grounds of the apartment complex. 
 

 Two Bedroom with Carport - $640-650 per month 
 Two Bedroom without Carport -  $620-630 per month 

 
A utility charge is built into the monthly rental fee.  

Off-Campus Housing: Boerema Townhouses 
Twenty-nine one-bedroom townhouses and one two bedroom townhouse on Batchawana St SE are three miles 
from campus and adjacent to the Englewood Apartments.  Each unit includes a hard wired internet connection, a 
stove, a refrigerator, and an air conditioner.  Each unit has a full basement and hook-up capability for a washer 
and dryer. Residents also have access to the Englewood Apartments' laundry facility if needed.   
 

 One Bedroom Townhouse - $635 per month. 
 Two Bedroom Townhouse - $700 per month. 

 
A $120.00 utility charge is built into the monthly fee. 
 
Single Students Sharing an Apartment 
Price ranges from $255  $370 per month. 
 
Housing Application 
The housing application deadline is April 1.  
 
Applications are to be filled out online via Calvin Semin  website. You may fill out a housing application once 
you have applied for admission and have been assigned a User ID and Password by our IT Office. Applicants 
cannot be assigned to an apartment until the student enrolls.  
 
Contact 



 

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  A c a d e m i c  C a t a l o g  |  C A L V I N  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y   4 8  

Housing Administrator 
Calvin Theological Seminary 
semhousing@calvinseminary.edu  
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Education Costs 

The Office of Financial Aid establishes cost of attendance budgets that are used to determine eligibility for 
financial aid. These budgets include estimates for tuition, rent, books and other expenses. 

Tuition for academic year 2020-2021 
 

 Certificate, Master of Divinity, Master of Arts, and Master of Theological Studies students 
are billed $514.00 per hour.  

 Master of Theology students are billed $815.00 per hour.  
 Doctor of Philosophy students are billed a flat rate of $17,770 during years one and two, 

and a flat rate of $8,885 for years three and four. The annual continuation fee is $385.  
  
Books 
Students must purchase their own books. Students should come with enough funds to purchase books and 
any other items necessary for beginning study, even if the student is expecting financial aid. Any scholarship 
or loan money that is remaining in the student's account after tuition has been paid may be used for the 
cost of books and other expenses. The book allowance is based on full-time enrollment, but expenses may 
vary depending on the course and degree program. The book allowance for an academic year is $850. 
 
Rent 
The budget for rent is based on the cost of living in Calvin Theological Seminary owned housing. This may 
be located on campus or at our apartments a short distance from campus. For detailed housing costs, 
please see the housing information in this document.  

Other Expenses 
Other expenses include allowances for transportation, clothing, recreation, medical insurance, utilities, and 
other miscellaneous living expenses. These expenses vary greatly based on the individual student. The 
estimates are considered reasonable, but modest, and are determined after surveying segments of our 
student body. 
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Fees for 2020-21
 
The list below shows most of the fees at Calvin Theological Seminary (excluding late fees). It is updated 
every year.  
 

Description Fee for 2020-21 

Auditor: MA, MDiv, 
MTS, or ThM student 
 
PhD students 
exempted during their 
fulltime enrollment 

$104 per credit hour  
  
 

Advanced Standing 
Test Fee 

$125 

Continuation Fee: PhD $385 per year after year 4 

Graduation Fee $125 

Student in non-credit 
online resource 

$125 per course for 1 year of 
access 

Visitor: Visiting Scholar $51 per credit hour 

Visitor: Community 
member 

$51 per credit hour 

Visitor: Spouse of a 
full-time student 

$0 

 

Refund Schedule 

A specific refund schedule for each term is posted on the Financial Services webpage. The general 
schedule for a semester is as follows:  
 

1.5 weeks completed  100% refund 
3 weeks completed  75% refund 
6 weeks completed  50% refund 

 
After the last drop date, there is no refund (outside of the Family Emergency refund policy listed in the 
Student Handbook). 
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Financial Aid 

The sem education. Last year, 
nearly $1.5 million in scholarship money was awarded to Calvin Theological Seminary students. In addition 
to those funds, we have several low interest loan options available. 

For financial aid process and resources, view our financial aid page online.  
http://semlink.calvinseminary.edu/financial-resources/financial-aid/.  
 

Scholarships 

Through the generosity of donors, Calvin Theological Seminary is able to award many merit and need-

account at the beginning of each semester during the academic year in two equal portions. Scholarship 
awards can be applied to tuition and all related educational expenses. Unless otherwise specified, receipt 
of a scholarship is dependent upon full-time enrollment status. All potential applicants are urged to complete 
the Application for Financial Aid available online through our website, by March 1 each year.  
 
Any discrepancy between the scholarship descriptions printed on our website and the official protocol 
governing a scholarship will be decided in favor of the official protocol kept on file in the Development Office. 
 
 

Authorization to Offer Degrees 

The Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools (10 Summit Park Drive, 
Pittsburgh PA 15275-1110; ats.edu) has approved Calvin Theological Seminary to offer MA, MDiv, MTS, 
ThM, and PhD programs, and has also granted approval for comprehensive distance education.  
 
The State of Michigan's Dept. of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (Corporations Securities & Commercial 
Licensing Bureau - Schools and Licensing) has approved Calvin Theological Seminary to operate a private 
post-secondary educational institution in Michigan and offer certificate, masters, and doctoral degrees 
(http://www.michigan.gov/lara/).  
 
The National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (NC-SARA) has approved Calvin 
Theological Seminary to offer its degrees via distance education to residents of every state that is a member 
(http://nc-sara.org/).  
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Department Directory 

Calvin Theological Seminary 
3233 Burton Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
Phone: 1-800-388-6034 
Fax: 616-957-6536 

 
Administrative Departments 

Department Primary Contact Email Phone 

Academic Services Denise Mokma semacademics@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6083 

Admissions Aaron Einfeld admissions@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-7035 

Alumni Jennifer Settergren jsetterg@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6675 

Calvin Theological Journal Karin Maag kmaag@calvin.edu 616-526-6089 

Continuing Education Kenzie Szczepanski continuing.education@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6173 

Development Office Bob Knoor rknoor@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6039 

Dig (was Facing Your Future) Aaron Einfeld aaron@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6076 

Human Resources Karen De Young semhr@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6097 

Vocational Formation Geoff Vandermolen vocationalformation@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6045 

Financial Aid Jennifer Settergren finaid@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6675 

Financial Services Chris Dinh semfso@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-8619 

Housing Tim Bruinsma semhousing@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-8618 

Information/Reception Kenzie Szczepanski kcs065@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6173 

Information Technology Daryl Boersma semit@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6111 

International Student Services Sarah Chun sc038@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6015 

Plant Operations Jim Lakin semplant@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-7107 

President's Office Carolyn DeNeut cjdn098@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6024 

Registrar Joan Beelen jrb44@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6028 

Theological Librarian Paul Fields pfields@calvin.edu 616-526-7041 

Webmaster Becky Impellizzeri webmaster@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6078 
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Centers and Institutes 

Department Primary Contact Email Phone 

Center for Excellence in Preaching Scott Hoezee hoezee@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6085 

Heritage Hall   616-526-6313 

Institute for Global Church Planting & Renewal Cory Willson cbw000@calvinseminary.edu 616-957-6012 

Meeter Center Paul Fields pfields@calvin.edu 616-526-7041 

Ministry Resource Center Paul Fields pfields@calvin.edu 616-526-7041 

Timothy Leadership Training Institute Jennifer Owens jowens@tlti.org 616-647-5554 

 

Maps 

Calvin Seminary Building Map 
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Campus Map 
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Grand Rapids Area Map 
 

 


